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                                                                 Abstract:  

In this article I would like to emphasize that both president Trump and president Obama 
migratory policies have defended the same thing: the security of the United States borders and 
the legality of all immigrants who live and pretend to enter into the country. At this time, the 
southern border has become a “hot spot”, given the arrival of thousands of immigrants from 
Central America and from all over the world, including Africa, driven by the welcome that 
Mexican president, López Obrador, proclaimed and, thus, becoming Mexico an open borders 
country and an expedited passage zone to the United States, as well as a place for work. The 
situation of chaos, created in Mexico, presages future problems of national security of 
undesirable consequences for the continent. 
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                    Título en Castellano:  Los Flujos migratorios ilegales hacia Estados Unidos en la 
frontera sur 

      Resumen: 

En este artículo queremos poner de relieve que tanto las políticas migratorias de la presidencia 

Trump como de la presidencia Obama han defendido lo mismo: la seguridad de las fronteras 

de los Estados Unidos y la legalidad de todos los inmigrantes que vivan y pretendan entrar en 

ese país. En estos momentos, la frontera sur estadounidense se ha convertido en un “punto 

caliente”, por la llegada de miles de inmigrantes procedentes de Centroamérica y de todas 

partes del mundo, impulsados por la acogida que proclamó el presidente mexicano López 

Obrador, convirtiendo a México en un Estado de fronteras abiertas, paso expedito hacia los 

Estados Unidos y la consecución de trabajo en México. La situación de caos resultante, augura 

problemas de seguridad nacional de consecuencias no previsibles para toda América. 
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1. Introduction  

Historically, the USA-Mexico long border has been a crucial factor in the ups and downs of the 
bilateral relations. Both countries need each other2.  

The first factor that has been determinant in the migratory processes from Mexico to the 
United States is very simple: the existence of a common border between the two countries. 
Border that represents and divides two different developed countries and quite different 
cultures. The colonial inheritance, in one case, and the viceroyalty´s inheritance, in the other, 
defines certain aspects that had an impact on its evolution.  In fact, this evolution has shaped a 
very opposite imaginary between the two countries. On the one hand, the North, the United 
States of America, with a Christian-Protestant mentality, a population descendant of settlers, 
who, through their own efforts, has managed to bring the United States to the number one in 
social, economic and institutional development, been an example to the world. A prosperous 
and self-confident country, where the private initiative has been the driving force of the 
development, always suspicious of the state intervention. On the contrary, Mexico, like the 
other Latin American Republics, were part of the Spanish Empire, formed the so-called 
Viceroyalties, of stately characteristic and mentality, as well as having a Christian-Catholic 
spiritual base that was use by the elites on different occasions to dominate the less fortunate 
people. To some extent all this has remained in all these countries well into the last century and 
has marked a common denominator of chronic atavism in the equitable sharing of wealth, being 
the state the protagonist of the most important economic initiatives. The oligarchies, supported 
by military forces, throughout history, have led the fate of these peoples, as has happened in 
Mexico and the countries of Central America, or a single party has dominated the political 
landscape for many years3 , as the PRI in the Aztec country. All this has created a feeling of 
inferiority with regard to the United States that even today the Central American countries 
continue to manifest, showing that they apparently continue to embrace the fallacious discourse 
on the Spanish Black legend,4 assumed by the Hispanic Americans countries, a story that is 
based on ideas founded more on feelings born of propaganda than on real facts.5 

Without this vision you can not understand why in the 21st century these differences of 
development and mentality are still present. It is time to dismiss the guilt that is being waged 
in almost all the writings of the various South American countries regarding the United States, 
when dealing with the question of the gap existing between north and south, always blaming 
the United States for the misfortunes of its southern neighbors. Countries are sovereign and 
elect their representatives, or are dominated by dictators, who must be held accountable for all 
the disastrous measures taken against their populations, including those endorsed by 
international treaties that in the long run have been a brake for the development of many of 
these countries. Countries, where many of their rulers are “entangled” by corruption, that have 
signed disadvantageous treaties, favoring illicit gains that, in the long run, allowed to make 

                                                           
2 Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I, “Gestionar los flujos migratorios irregulares: De la presidencia de Barack Obama a la 
presidencia de Donald Trump”, in Marquina Barrio, Antonio (coord.) (2019): La política exterior de Estados 

Unidos. Un atardecer desfigurado, Madrid, UNISCI, pp. 787-902. 
3 Under the heading entitled: “La debilidad de las instituciones del Estado en México”, we explain in depth the 
profound imbalances that exist between a stable and a fictitious democracy in this country. Ibid., pp. 799-803. 
4 Under the heading entitled: “La Invencible española y la Invencible inglesa”, professor María Elvira Roca Barea, 
highlights the ignorance (illiteracy) of scholars in Spain and England, “and without exaggeration in the whole 
world”, when they are preparing to assume the story of the “Black legend” poured over Spain and its history. She 
asks then: How many Spaniards with higher studies know that England tried to invade Spain and the Spanish 
overseas possessions at least five times and that in all of them, she was defeated? Few. While the Spanish Invincible 
Armada of Philip II, is well known. See Roca Barea, María Elvira (2017): Imperiofobia y Leyenda Negra, Madrid, 
Siruela, pp.217-218. 
5 Ibid.  
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huge businesses to foreign countries or international companies of many nations, not only 
Americans, to the detriment of their own citizens. 

 In this regard, it must be stressed that between the United States and Mexico there have 
been very unequal relationships. This is a crucial reason for understanding why many Mexicans 
have always desired to go out towards the United States to realize the "American Dream"6. 

Focusing on the twentieth century, it is of real importance to mention that the United 
States, until the Second World War, as a country in deep development, took advantage of all 
the possibilities offered by the cheap labor and the low educational preparation of the Mexican 
peasants, to replace many Americans in canning factories, in the construction of railways and, 
especially, in the cultivation of the prosperous Californian agriculture7. This activity led to the 
signing in 1942 of one of the first migratory agreements between Mexico and the United States, 
known as the Bracero contract, which gave ímpetus, to some extent, to contracts fair and 
consistent with the good business practices, where the peasant had a contract, salary, tools, 
place to live during the duration of the work and feeding8. A kind of temporary contract, which 
ended when the harvest or sowing was finished. It lasted until the year 1964, a period of time 
that was seen by many Mexicans as a “circular migration”9 back and forth, which did not 
produce adverse consequences. This was the characteristic of the Mexican migration to the 
United States, which was done dayly or in short periods of the year. However, it is also reported 
that this contract allowed not only the legal entry into the United States of 5 million Mexicans, 
but also the illegal entry of another 5 million of undocumented Mexicans, because the program 
proved to be insufficient to meet the labor demand 10. 

At the end of the war, once the excombatants return to the country, the Mexicans who 
remained in the United States left to Mexico, causing a diaspora of families, which forced the 
Mexican government to promote the development of a series of industrialization poles, called 
maquiladoras, or factories, destined to absorb the workers that arrived from the United States, 
settling the maquiladoras precisely near the southern border of the United States, where this 
country was also interested in the creation of jobs. These poorly qualified laborers, mostly 
Braceros, devoted themselves mainly to the most basic tasks in spear parts factories for cars 
and later to the computer industry. Ciudad Juarez, Matamoros, Tijuana, Chihuahua, Nuevo 
Laredo, were the centers chosen for this purpose. However, the future repersussions of the 
development poles were not sufficiently evaluated, being only the immediate interest their 
proximity to the North American country. Located very near to the southern border of the 
United States, very near to developed American areas and very distant from the Mexican 
capital, the center of administrative and political decisions, these poles would eventually create 
an explosive cocktail, turning the area  initially devised as a place of attraction for getting a job 
                                                           
6 Dream they should have been able to perform in their own country. 
7 This has been the largest beneficiary of Mexican labor, and today is like an extension of Mexico  
8 Of course there were abuses and it was what ended, to some extent, the Brazier contract. There are countless 
studies on this subject, which we have been able to consult in the research study that we have recently published. 
Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I, “Gestionar los flujos migratorios irregulares: De la presidencia de Barack Obama a la 
presidencia de Donald Trump”, in Marquina Barrio, Antonio (coord.) (2019): La política exterior de Estados 

Unidos. Un atardecer desfigurado, Madrid, UNISCI, pp. 787-902 
9 El Diccionario de la Real Academia Española y el Consejo del Poder Judicial, defines this migration as "repetition 
of legal migrations by the same person between two or more countries". Real Academia Española y Consejo del 
Poder Judicial, Diccionario del español jurídico, 2016, at https://dej.rae.es/lema/migraci%C3%B3n-circular   
10 There are a number of examples of the “fiddle” that the US authorities themselves made to ensure that there was 
no shortage of labour, for example, to allow illegal Mexican workers, once they were detained, to be given the 
possibility of a regularization, as well as to take them to the border, make them step on Mexican soil, and introduce 
them again as legal. See the interesting study on this topic by Ortega Velázquez, Elisa, “La consolidación Histórica 
de la migración irregular en Estados Unidos: Leyes y políticas migratorias restrictivas, ineficaces y demagógicas”, 
Norteamérica, vol. 12, issue 1 (January–June 2017), pp. 197-231. 
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in the maquiladoras and also a place for ease crossing to the United States, in a place of  friction 
between the two countries, because of the increasing insecurity that was created at the border. 
If it was, at the beginning, the place to be crossed for the Mexicans, today it has become the 
desired step of all the inhabitants of Central America and also from many countries of the world, 
including now from Africa, Asia and all South America, which pretend that the United States 
accepts them on the pretext that they are “refugees”. 

From 1986, the Reagan administration's immigration reform tried to end the entry into 
the United States of undocumented immigration, because it was considered by the US 
administration that generated a serious social problem, by promoting the creation of an 
impoverished subclass, made up of both nationals and foreigners.11 Between 1986 and 2010 the 
situation  became more complicated, given the fact that this immigration reform not only 
regulated the status of a large number of Mexicans in an irregular situation, but also established 
the closure of the border with Mexico, making very complicated the return of many parents 
who were left in the United States, and creating a jam situation that promoted the increasing 
illegal situation in the United States of many Mexicans.12 Until 2008, many of these Mexicans 
did not return to Mexico to live with their families, after almost twenty years of absence. The 
danger of crossing the border because of the existence of violent drug cartels was also a critical 
factor. Thus, several factors have influenced the flow of Mexican migration to the United States 
or the return to the home country.13 

2. Increasing flows once Mexico signed the U.N. immigration pact 

The years of uneasiness in this panorama have not desappeared. Now the undocumented 
immigrants from Central America, who since the year 2012 crossed Mexico, with very short 
periods of appeasement, have come to the fore. Well into the year 2017 they tried to cross with 
the help of “coyotes” or “polleros”. Today they are provided an easy traffic -and the mafias of 
undocumented immigration passed the word- through the facility that gives Mexico with the 
firm in December 2018 in Marrakech of the UN immigration pact.14 Mexico now is part of the 
so-called new world order and the UN Agenda 2020-2030.15 This represent another factor of 
destabilization for Mexico as well as for the United States.16  

                                                           
11 Two were the directives that led to the control of irregular immigration, on the one hand the so-called Special 
targeted Enforcement Program (STEP), which monitored the jobs of irregular migrants, on  agriculture, services 
or construction, In order to discourage employers from hiring irregular labour; On the other, the Act October 20, 
forbade the payment of unemployment insurance to the undocumented workers. These two directives linked to 
border control, and later in the year 1978, the promulgation of the Act F November 2, which seized vehicles, ships 
and airplanes used to transport irregular migrants, were very effective. Ortega Velázquez, Elisa, Ibid .   
12 In 1980 24,000 people left Cuba with permission of the regime, among which there were criminals, people with 
dementia, homosexuals and this news puts on guard the American authorities, who decide to send them to military 
bases. Haitians also arrive, who are also seen as dangerous, all this created a "culture of detention at the border", 
which in previous years was not so common. The Mexicans were left free and were summoned for the entry request 
trial or deportation. Chotiner, Isaac, “A Historian on How Trump´s Wall Rhetoric Changes Lives in Mexico”, The 

New Yorker, 15 February 2019, at https://www.newyorker.com/news/q-and-a/a-historian-on-how-trumps-wall-
rhetoric-changes-lives-in-mexico 
13 In the year 1973, the law for birth control was passed in Mexico, under the slogan "A small family lives better", 
which in the long run has also influenced the decline of Mexican migration to the United States, which nowadays 
are not significant. Chotiner, Isaac, Ibid. 
14 New design of a world that is formed by the United Nations and is lead by this organization, without any 
consultation to the citizens of the respective signatory countries, Ibid. 
15 Daniel Ponce Alegre: “Totalitarismo de rostro democrático: el Nuevo Orden Mundial”, Diario YA.es, 26 May 
2019, at http://www.diarioya.es/content/totalitarismo-de-rostro-democr%C3%A1tico-el-nuevo-orden-mundial 
16 Regarding this pact, I can mention that there is no consensus on its positive consequences. Some political parties, 
social activits and conservative groups consider it as a social engineering where the population movement is also 
promoted from the underdeveloped to the developed countries, to create pockets of poverty and possible conflicts. 
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In fact, the immigration pact has facilitated the business of the mafias of migration,17 becoming 
Mexico a step forward to the southern border of the United States. Thus, the focus of attraction 
is becoming a "hot spot" of discord, of an unknown scope, if one takes into account the situation 
of social degradation that Mexico suffers, where the cartels of the narco-trafficking and the 
organized crime dominate, and slips through all the cracks of the institutions of the Mexican 
state.18 To what, the illicit trade of all kinds of narcotics and people coming from all South 
America and other parts of world, including Africa, has to be added.19 

The chronic instability of the Central American countries is another factor that needs to 
be taken into account for undestanding the migratory movements towards the United States. In 
this regard, is very illustrative the study of professor Manuel Orozco,20 which analyzes step by 
step all the evolution of this American region, putting the emphasis on the serious neglect that 
these territories have had on the part of the international powers. In the long term all the South 
American region will be affected. The region's economic development in the 21st century 
remains stagnant. Poverty and inequality reign. Adults and children are fleeing their countries 
and this migration continues to grow as a product of poverty, crime, abuse of authority and 
corruption".21 Instability that is also affecting the entire region and also the United States of 
America. How could it be that the area called “the backyard of the United States of America” 
was not taken care of?22 Strategic area for the United States that has been bleeding politically, 
economically and socially, where governance has been shelved and has only promoted 
corruption and the particular interest of rulers to the detriment of general prosperity. Populations 
with a negligible degree of development who seek to solve their problems outside their 
countries rather than confront them and change the living conditions of their nations. How could 

                                                           
A strategy of social engineering that is projected from the UN to create a new type of society of a global nature 
and to erase the national identity.  
Agenda 2030 is also a plan of action for people, the planet and prosperity. It is also intended to strengthen universal 
peace within a broader concept of freedom. As the introduction affirms, “we are determined to liberate mankind 
from the tyranny of poverty and deprivation, and to heal and protect our planet”. It is also intended to realize the 
human rights of all people and to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls.  As can 
be glimpsed, it is the new “table of salvation” for humanity presented to us by the UN. See: “Transformar nuestro 
mundo: la Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible”, Resolution approved by the UN General Assembly, 25 
September 2015, 
ln the Spanish case, this agenda is supported by the Congress of Deputies. A “no law” proposition of 12 December 
2017, was passed with the support of all political forces for the fulfilment of the sustainable development. See: 
Agenda 2030, (PNL 161/001253). “Plan de Acción Agenda 2030, Hacia una Estrategia Española de Desarrollo 
Sostenible”. 
17 The “coyotes” adapt to the new modalities of "caravans", offer services such as attention on the trip, and guides, 
gaining much more by the number of people who help to dodge the difficulties of the road to the United States. 
“Los coyotes han encontrado en las caravanas un negocio en masa”, El Heraldo, Tegucigalpa, 22 February 2019, 
at 
https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1261582-466/los-coyotes-han-encontrado-en-las-caravanas-un-negocio-en-masa 
18 “La debilidad de las instituciones del Estado en México”, pp.799-812, in the chapter recently published: Ospina 
Sánchez, Gloria I, “Gestionar los flujos migratorios irregulares: De la presidencia de Barack Obama a la 
presidencia de Donald Trump”, in Marquina Barrio, Antonio (coord.) (2019): La política exterior de Estados 

Unidos. Un atardecer desfigurado, Madrid, UNISCI, pp. 787-902. 
19 The Pacific coast is now the place where cocaine is transported to Mexico and the United States from Colombia 
and the Peruvian and Bolivian Andes. Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I, Ibid. 
20 Political scientist. researcher at the Inter-American Dialogue. Global expert in remittances, migrations, and 
development. Orozco, Manuel. “La Gran Crisis de Centroamérica”, Confidencial, 6 September 2015, at 
https://confidencial.com.ni/la-gran-crisis-de-centroamerica/ 
21 Ibid. 
22 J. Blasco, Emili: “La Geopolítica vuelve “al patio trasero” de Estados Unidos”, ABC Internacional, 24 April 
2019, at 
https://www.abc.es/internacional/abci-geopolitica-vuelve-patio-trasero-estados-unidos-
201904231335_noticia.html 
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such a disaster not be envisaged? To which, we can add, as an example, the case of the Maras 
of El Salvador. The Maras dominate and mark the authority in the prisons of the country23, and 
little can be done for the reintegration of the detainees. To put it bluntly, the prisons in this 
country are the ones that produce the criminals that the state authorities have not been able to 
confront, whose tentacles reach also the United States. 

At this time, you cannot consider this strategic area as the backyard of the United States 
of America, because today they are also there, China 24  and Russia, disputing and taking 
advantage of this area.25 Since 201126, the United States was alerted by China's enthusiastic 
penetration across the South American continent, which many blamed to the loss of interest of 
the U.S. after the September 11 attacks and the Iraq war that implied to focus the attention of 
the Washington governments on other areas of the planet. Taking advantage of this vacuum, 
China continued its expansion through Central America and positioned itself in countries such 
as Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, precisely where the migratory flows started and were 
in a process of expansion, first, as a result of the civil wars in these countries27, and later, by 
economic causes, until arriving to the present time when they leave the countries with the simple 
idea of living in the United States. It seems as if the same governments of those countries create 
the conditions to “expel them”, passing the burden to the United States for solving the problems. 
The truth is that today China continues with an overflowing interest in the raw materials and 
oil of the region, while Russia continues with its interest in military cooperation and arms sales 
in the area as well as on gas and oil. In addition, the region is in a rather disturbing change as 
revealed by all these migratory processes that many consider to be promoted by “remote 
control” of strange interests, with the characteristic of walking long miles in large groups of 
people, called “caravans”, wielding the flag of their country and singing their anthem when 
they cross Mexican populations,  being perceived as an invasion by a good part of the 
inhabitants of the villages. Caravans formed by men almost entirety, aged between 16 and 30 
years, without women of childbearing age and with some children,28 later discovered that they 
are not members of any caravan family either. A real mess. 

                                                           
23 There are many studies in this regard, which seems no one reads, because the violence every day is in a dizzying 
rise. See: “Política y violencia perpetua en el Salvador”, International Crisis Group, 19 December 2017, Report 
nº 64/Latin American&Caribbean, at https://www.crisisgroup.org/es/latin-america-caribbean/central-america/el-
salvador/64-el-salvadors-politics-perpetual-violence. 
There is also an interesting study, quite exhaustive on this subject. Dudley, Steven, Martínez d´Aubuisson, Juan 
José: “Las prisiones del Salvador y la lucha por el control de MS13”, Insightcrime.org, 16 de febrero de 2017. 
24 By the UN's recognition of China in 1971, which has resulted in the gradual deployment of high-caliber 
investments to the detriment of former Taiwan. We emphasize here the recent study where I have developed this 
issue under the heading: “Una irrupción que complica la situación. China en el patio trasero de Estados Unidos”, 
Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I.: “Gestionar los flujos migratorios irregulares. De la presidencia de Barack Obama a la 
presidencia de Donald Trump”, in Marquina Barrio, Antonio, (coord.) (2019): La Política Exterior de Estados 

Unidos. Un atardecer desfigurado, Madrid, UNISCI, pp.895-898. 
25 See in this regard the study made on this subject, Villacorta, Jimena: “China avanza en Centroamérica”, 7 May 
2019, Seguridad Regional Americana, Center for Global Affairs & Strategic Studies, Informe SRA 2019, 
Universidad de Navarra, at 
https://www.unav.edu/documents/16800098/17755721/SRA-2019_completo.pdf 
26  Gallego-Díaz, Soledad: “Estados Unidos vigila su patio trasero”, El País, 22 January 2011, at 
https://elpais.com/diario/2011/01/22/internacional/1295650812_850215.html 
27 Clashes between the government and insurgent groups claimed the lives of 75.000 civilians and thousands of 
soldiers and insurgents and more than a million people were displaced within El Salvador or became refugees in 
Central America, Mexico or United States, according to an article published in the American Historical Review 
on December 2015, see Landaverde, Kelly: “1976-1986: una década de conflictos en Centro América”, La 

Opinión, 21 October 2016, at https://laopinion.com/2016/10/21/1976-1986-una-decada-de-conflictos-en-centro-
america/ 
28 Many of these children are not members of the familes marching in the caravans. The reason is that, when 
carvanas were formed, information was transmitted in the sense that if they take children, the passage to the United 
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As evidenced by the series of complaints by the local populations that are growing in Chiapas. 
The locals are very affected by the hundreds of undocumented immigrants who in their path 
leave much to be desired: insecurity29and misbehavior, lack of hygiene and even diseases.30 All 
this is being many times hidden by the media and is being analyzed and denounced by social 
networks. 31  Specifically in Chiapas 32  such an overflow was produced by the arrival of 
immigrants that the offices of the National Institute of Immigration, in Tapachula, had to close 
for a few weeks, given the inability to attend so many requests for transit cards, granted by the 
Mexican state, in order to be able to travel through the country. In Tijuana, the uneasiness of 
the local population increased, after knowing that there was the possibility of building up 
adjoining facilities that would shelter the immigrants who intend to cross to the United States.33 
Also, at El Paso, in Texas, the apprehensions are increasing, reaching an average of 570 people 
a day.34 Another hot point is Piedras Negras, where there have been skirmishs and clashes 
among the Central American immigrants themselves,35 who demand speed in the processing of 
applications for entry into the United States. These are just a few examples of the disorder and 
insecurity that the U.S.-Mexican border perimeter is experiencing today. 

To which the use again of “La Bestia”36 by the undocumented immigrants has to be 
added as another example, starting from the arrest of 300 migrants by Mexican immigration 
authorities, which are trying to control that the entry and circulation in the country only could 
be done after the delivery of humanitarian cards. In Oaxaca, some 100 immigrants were forced 
to get off the train called “La Bestia”, which, since 2014, was banned from its use, because of 
the danger to the people sitting on the roof.  

 

 

                                                           
States is easier, Semple, Kirk, “Las políticas de AMLO han contribuido al auge de la migración hacia Estados 
Unidos”, The New York Times, 2 de abril de 2019, 
at https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/04/02/amlo-migracion-trump/ 
29 Specifically in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, maras salvatruchas and criminals were detected among the migrants. 
See Contreras, Juan Manuel: “Detectan Maras dentro de los migrantes en Piedras Negras”, Noticias, Coahuila, 14 
February 2019, at https://www.noticiasdelsoldelalaguna.com.mx/local/detectan-maras-dentro-de-los-migrantes-
en-piedras-negras-3060457.html 
30 There are interesting studies on this subject that are not addressed by the media. See Ceja Fernández, Alejandra, 
Lira Mandujano, Jennifer y Fernández Guzmán, Eduardo, “Salud y enfermedad en los migrantes internacionales 
México-Estados Unidos”, Ra Ximhai, vol. 10, nº1 (enero-junio 2014). 
31 The first news in this regard, tells the discovery of two trucks with 289 immigrants enclosed in a container, from 
Guatemala and Honduras, where they found several patients with chickenpox, measles and smallpox. See “Hallan 
dos camiones con casi 300 migrantes en el norte de México: hay niños enfermos con varicela y sarampión”, 
Univisión, 7 May 2019, at https://www.univision.com/noticias/inmigracion/hallan-dos-camiones-con-casi-300-
migrantes-en-el-norte-de-mexico-hay-ninos-enfermos-con-varicela-y-sarampion 
32 Solís, César y Torres, Eduardo: “Desbordan cubanos la frontera sur: INM”, El Sol de México, 21 March 2019, 
at https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/republica/sociedad/desbordan-cubanos-la-frontera-sur-inm-3211961.html 
33 Once in Mexico, the Central Americans intend to remain indefinitely in the country, Torres, Karina: “Impiden 
edificar la pequeña Honduras en Tijuana para migrantes”, El Sol de México, 9 March 2019, at 
https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/republica/sociedad/impiden-edificar-la-pequena-honduras-en-tijuana-para-
migrantes-3202834.html 
34 Usually in the metropolitan area of the city, see “Detienen en el Paso a más de 400 migrantes”, El Sol de México, 
7 May 2017, at https://www.elsoldemexico.com.mx/republica/sociedad/el-paso-migrantes-texas-3207461.html 
35 For their part, the authorities are giving humanitarian aid and also demanding respect for the law of the city. 
They have been invited to move to other terrestrial ports of entry to apply for their entry permits to the United 
States. See “Piedras Negras al límite de su capacidad para atender a los 1.700 migrantes centroamericanos”, La 

Vanguardia, 5 February 2019, at https://vanguardia.com.mx/articulo/piedras-negras-al-limite-de-su-capacidad-
para-atender-a-los-mil-700-migrantes-centroamericanos. 
36 “Mexico raids freight train carrying migrants”, Fox News, 2 May 2019, at 
https://www.foxnews.com/world/mexico-raids-freight-train-carrying-migrants 
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3. Immigration reforms 

With regard to immigration reforms, the administrations of the United States presidencies, from 
Reagan to Obama, have followed this course: 

The reform promoted during the Reagan administration, called IRCA, has hitherto been 
the one that all the presidents have used in the last thirty years, with punctual reinforcements, 
but not important changes, taking into consideration the presence of an increasingly chaotic 
underworld where the crime, especially drug trafficking, imposes its rules.  

The Immigration Reform and Control Act (IRCA), gave legal status to undocumented 
immigrants in the United States who lived in the country since 1982, while prohibiting 
employers from hiring workers who did not were authorized. After this legalization, new 
immigration laws or programs for guest workers were requested by the companies, which 
demanded labor for the American economy. However, the Congress was unable to reach 
agreements for new immigration laws that would have prevented the emergence of a lucrative 
business for the mafias of falsified documents, as Wayne Cornelius, a scholar of migratory 
affairs of the University of California at the San Diego campus has shown. The techniques of 
the false documents are no longer artesanal but sophisticated, with the use of new technologies 
that produce very well made forgeries, including security features, such as holograms.37 

For its part, the Clinton presidency was characterized for the construction of the first 
border barrier with Mexico, which was called Operation Guardian, which started in 1990, with 
the construction of 600 kilometers of walls and 800 kilometers of barriers, equipped with 
surveillance equipments, using advanced technological devises and specialized police. Fines 
and severe punishments were imposed to undocumented immigrants coming from other 
countries, and deportations and separation of families were carried out. Clinton's strategy was 
a police strategy,38 with an unprecedented reinforcement of the border, producing the increase 
in illegal immigration in places where there were no barriers, with the help of so-called 
“coyotes” or “polleros”. 

The fight against terrorism was implemented as a priority during the Bush 
administration, based on the tragedy of the attacks in New York on 11 September 2001. Security 
at the external frontier was therefore a priority. The budget for the works amounted to 3.6 billion 
euros in the year 2001, reaching the figure of 8.2 billion in 2006. Doubling the number of Patrol 
Border agents from 6,000 to 12,000 was also proposed. In 2005, Senator Ducan Hunter 
presented a project to reinforce the border barrier between the two countries. The proposal was 
approved on December 15 of that year, which allowed the construction of 1,123 kms. Finally, 
in 2006, the United States Senate approved the “Secure Fence Act”, a law proposed by the Bush 
Presidency for the construction of 1,100 kms of “heavily guarded physical barriers on the border 
with Mexico”. The aim was to prevent the entry of undocumented people from Central America 
and the passage of cars. The work was not wholly completed. Among the Democrats who voted 

                                                           
37 Anticipating counterfeiters is a constant struggle, increasingly complex, for the agents dedicated to issuing 
documents, according to the testimony of the investigation agent, Christopher Kuemmerle, of the Department of 
Homeland Security, attached to the service of Immigration and Control of Customs (ICE), in Los Angeles. See 
Jordan, Miriam, “La industria de falsificación de papeles migratorios en los Ángeles”, The New York Times, 24 
December 2018, at https://www.nytimes.com/es/2018/12/24/green-card-migrantes-los-angeles/ 
38 Several operations increased the difficulty of passing through the southern border of the United States. Thus we 
can mention:  Blocking Operation in El Paso, in 1993; Guardian Operation in San Diego, in 1994; Safeguard 
Operation in Arizona, en 1995; Rio Grande Operation in Texas, in 1997; Operation Lifesaving, in 1998, which 
resulted in a militarization of the border. See, Aragonés, Ana María: “¿Nueva estrategia migratoria?”, La Jornada, 
at 
http://www.iiec.unam.mx/sites/www.iiec.unam.mx/files/en_los_medios/201201/Aragon%C3%A9s%20La%20Jo
rnada%20sep%206.pdf 
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"yes" for the wall were Barack Obama39 and Hillary Clinton, who during the last election 
campaign severely criticized Trump's proposals. 

And for a good part of the territory, the so called safe communities was enhanced. The 
“star” of the U.S. anti-immigrant policy received the name of “Secure Communities”, a program 
coordinated by federal, state and local police forces, with the Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE). Its application began at the end of the year 2008 in Harris County (Texas). 
The “Safe Communities” program has a database that allows the identification and the 
migratory status of a detained person, using biometric identification, and the person who has 
no legal status is deported. This “Safe Communities” program, along with the southern border, 
became the Obama Presidency's anti-immigration star program. In 2012 was extended already 
to 300 communities, including the southwestern border areas, and in 2013, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security (DHS), Janet Napolitano, confirmed that the program would become 
national. 

Under the presidencies of Bush and Obama the wall reached the length of 2,500 
kilometers. The built sectors are distributed between California and Tijuana in Mexico, Arizona 
and the state of Sonora, New Mexico and Chihuahua and, finally, Texas and Chihuahua and 
Tamaulipas.40 (see Figure 1) 

Figure 1. The wall constructed since the Bill Clinton presidency 

 

It should also be pointed out that in the period between 1990 and 2014, the 3.5 million of 
undocumented persons shot up to 12,2 million undocumented people living in the United States. 
The vast majority, 70%, entered legally, but stayed longer than allowed by visas. In this regard, 
migration researchers believe that the migratory reforms promoted since the Second World War 
by the United States governments, Democrats as well as Republicans, can be described as 
“giving blind sticks”.41 

                                                           
 39García Iturbe, Néstor, “La Historia del Muro se remonta a 1990”, América Latina en movimiento, 24 April 2017, 
at https://www.alainet.org/es/articulo/185011   
40  Jofré Leal, Pablo: “El muro de Trump obliga a México a mirar al sur”, Hispantv, 17 February 2017, at 
https://www.hispantv.com/noticias/opinion/333450/articulo-mexico-muro-trump-pena-nieto 
41 Analysis by Dr. Jesús Peña, sociologist, at La Frontera Norte College, Public Social Research Center that 
depends on the Consejo Nacional de Ciencias y Tecnología (CONACYT) of the Mexican Federal Government 
dedicated to measuring migratory flows between Mexico and the United States and to recommend public policies 
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4. The response of the Obama administration  

At the start of the Obama administration, the border between the two countries was already a 
focus of conflict.42 It is the feeling and result of the research by experts on this subject, that the 
northern border of Mexico is characterized by insecurity, violence and organized crime, 
highlighting the Ciudad Juarez (Chihuahua), as the most violent in the world. This is the 
consequence of the abandonment by the Mexican government when planning a security strategy 
for the area. On the contrary, the governments of the United States have demonstrated a clear 
interest when dealing with the problem of the border. For example during the Obama 
administration, by strengthening the border, increasing sophisticated equipment for better 
control, anti-drug surveillance, maintaining the United States-Mexico cooperation for the 
control and combat of drugs,43 as well as terrorism, considering also the respect for human 
rights, what has been called the Merida Initiative.  

In terms of migration, despite his American idiosyncrasy, president Obama was not 
adamant in his first term to carry out the immigration reform he promised to his constituents. 
Given the “hot potato”, the economic crisis he inherited and had to remedy, the only thing he 
did about immigration reform was to put patches, so what he finally got was the creation of 
division in the US society, long before president Trump. In fact, the division of the American 
society had already occurred since the attacks of September 11, 2001 and the Iraq War. So the 
division of American society was “served on a platter” to president Trump. 

Obama, was characterized by his very humanitarian speeches, but he was hard-handed 
on illegal immigration. His statements were aimed at all migrants trying to cross the border, in 
order to deter them, because of the danger of organized crime installed on both sides of the 
border, especially in the Mexican territory. The evidence is clear: mass deportations, which 
reached 3 million people, 30% more than the Bush administration had deported; a security 
program covering all borders, based on new Patrol Border teams and sophisticated night-ID 
instruments and drones; and enhancing the security programs of the Bush administration with 
the expansion across the country of he so-called safe communities. However, having to fase the 
protests of the Hispanic communities that accused him of deceiving them, after the support of 
these communities for his election and re-election as president, he decided to diminish the 
deportations,44 launching projects like DACA and DAPA, that were more a “legal botch”, 
because it were provisional, not a permanent solution, and they were a sine qua non condition, 
thus, depending eternally on discretionary acceptance every two years. What led to the 
uncertainty of this people, doomed to prove that they were in a position to get a job, jobs that 
become precarious for the simple fact that they need to renew them every two years. 

                                                           
related to migration. Estivaliz, Iñaki: “Le sale el tiro por la culata a EE.UU. con sus políticas migratorias”, El 

Nuevo Herald, 13 July 2018, at https://www.elnuevoherald.com/opinion-es/trasfondo/article214687480.html 
42  Ramos García, José María: “México-Estados Unidos: problemas y retos en seguridad fronteriza en la 
Administración Obama”, Región y Sociedad, vol. XXIV, nº 55, septiembre-diciembre, 2012, pp. 5-40. 
43 In this regard, Professor José María Ramos García, indicated that the context of Obama's first visit to Mexico, 
was of a huge concern for the violence and insecurity of the border, especially on the Mexican side. It followed by 
the visits of Hillary Clinton and Janet Napolitano, who raised the need for shared stewardship in the fight against 
organized crime and drug trafficking at the border. A difficult approach for achieving concrete results, given the 
US authorities ' distrust of the inefficiency and corruption of the Mexican institutions. 
44 Immigrant communities and civil rights defenders awarded him the title "deporter-in-chief" for the 3 million 
deportations he allowed, while pledging immigration reform. García Marco, Daniel: Estados Unidos: ¿Se merece 
Barack Obama que lo llamen “deportador en Jefe”? BBC Mundo, 27 January 2016, at 
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias/2016/01/160120_obama_deportaciones_eeuu_dgm 
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The so-called “ambitious immigration reform”45 that president Obama proposed in his first term 
and that he could not carry out by the paralysis of the Congress, was neither ambitious nor an 
immigration reform that would get out of the legal limbo to 11 million of undocumented 
migrants.  

The conditions for the access to regularization were: To be a relative of a U.S. citizen, 
who had lived at least five years in the country, and had no criminal record.46 

It took into account the highly qualified workers, about 400,000 and DACA 
beneficiaries, about 300,000, all these groups had to prove that they had committed no crime 
during their stay in the United States.  

The families of the DACA beneficiaries and peasants or agricultural workers would not 
enter into this reform because they were not highly qualified.  

The weakness of this immigration reform was the following: it would serve to 
permanently legalize some five million undocumented immigrants, but it would not give them 
the chance to obtain the American citizenship.47 They would always be foreigners. On the other 
hand, they could not benefit from the state health insurance, or Obamacare."  

For the former president Obama the observance and enforcement of the law was 
essential. He did not agree with the presence of irregular migration on American soil.48 He 
accused the employers of cheats, for hiring illegal immigrants, which allowed the existence of 
11 million of immigrants in the shadow, so one of the axes of his reform was to eliminate the 
companies that hired illegal immigrants.49 Another important requirement was to speak English, 
a condition sine qua non for the legalization of any foreigner. 

  Among the Obama actions that created bewilderment were those related to the Haitians. 
They were first allowed into the United States for humanitarian reasons, and suddenly, in an 
unexpected turn at the end of his term, Obama banned his entry, staying stranded in Mexico, 
specifically in Tijuana. This measure on the part of the US administration had the objective of 
deterring the immigrants to come for Mexico. The same also happened with the Cubans, who 
were suspended from the entrance, once the program “dry feet, wet feet” that favoured them 
was suspended. 

5. Solutions proposed by president Trump.  

At the start of their presidency, immigration experts feared that the measures announced by the 
new administration could cause a migratory crisis along the northern Mexican border. There 
was an extended belief that the Mexican government would not be able to handle a migratory 
crisis that could occur, while, on the other hand, it was expected that the United States would 
help Mexico to discourage illegal immigration by strengthening the border, the restriction of 
undocumented immigration, and the increase in deportations. All this “would be good for 

                                                           
45  Entitled “Arreglando nuestro sistema de inmigración para que todos jueguen bajo las mismas reglas”. See “El 
plan migratorio de Obama”, Univisión, 30 January 2013, at https://www.univision.com/noticias/reforma-
migratoria/el-plan-migratorio-de-obama 
46  “¿En qué consiste la reforma migratoria de Obama?”, Europa Press, 5 December 2014, at 
https://www.europapress.es/internacional/noticia-consiste-reforma-migratoria-obama-20141120211541.html 
47 Knowledgeable sources of Obama's immigration reform explained these details. “¿En qué consiste la reforma 
migratoria de Obama?”, Europa Press, 5 December 2014, at  
https://www.europapress.es/internacional/noticia-consiste-reforma-migratoria-obama-20141120211541.html 
48 Entitled: “Arreglando nuestro sistema de inmigración para que todos jueguen bajo las mismas reglas”. “El plan 
migratorio de Obama”, Univisión, 30 January 2013, at  
https://www.univision.com/noticias/reforma-migratoria/el-plan-migratorio-de-obama 
49 Ibid. 
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Mexico”, according to the opinion of the representative in Mexico of the International 
Organization for Migration, Christopher Gascón.50 

At the same time, the Mexican administration was prepared for signing the UN 
migratory pact, which will turn by180 degrees the situation in the US southern border, a new 
situation of serious disorder and insecurity. 

Trump questions two migration issues: the defense of the border and the undocumented 
immigration that lives in the United States. Therefore, it breaks with a suicidal dynamic for any 
country and puts on the table a taboo subject as it is the undocumented immigration, which 
Obama had also denounced, but he was not battered in the same way by the media. On the other 
hand, it is meritorious that president Trump has not signed the UN immigration pact, thereby 
safeguarding the United States from an open border system, which may well lead to a prolonged 
and manifest conflict of interest between populations that move from different parts of the world 
trying to reach the United States, a country more or less integrated in homogeneous 
communities in terms of economic, political, social and religious interests.51  

The information and statements that defend the present migrations, explaining that 
migrations have always existed, do not tell the whole truth, because since the prehistoric times, 
the nomadic man52 has been progressing precisely because of its establishment in a place, first 
with the discovery of agriculture and later with the invention of the settlements, and so on 
throughout all the history of mankind. Migrations have never been like the current ones,53 
characterized by disorder, the existence of mafias for their transfer54and the payment of large 
sums of dollars on the part of the undocumented immigrants to these mafias and, finally, 
without any certainty of finding new ways of prosperity and well-being in the countries of 
arrival.55 Migrations that correspond to the new system of economic globalization, which should 
not be confused with flows of refugees, who come out of conflict, persecuted for religious, 

                                                           
50  Semple, Kirk, “La situación de los migrantes en la frontera de México podría convertirse en una crisis 
humanitaria”, The New York Times, 30 January 2017, at https://www.nytimes.com/es/2017/01/30/la-situacion-de-
los-migrantes-en-la-frontera-norte-de-mexico-podria-convertirse-en-una-crisis-humanitaria/ 
51 These are the new social designs promoted by some politicians and supported by the UN. That reminds us of 
the movement of populations that have been carried out in countries like the former Soviet Union and also the 
Tito´s Yugoslavia. 
52 Migraciones humanas, poblamiento del hombre. Historia Universal, at 
https://mihistoriauniversal.com/prehistoria/migraciones-humanas-poblamiento-hombre/ 
53 There are migrations throughout history for various reasons such as the occupation of large almost empty spaces, 
such as the territory of the United States and Argentina in past centuries. This last nation attracted large contingents 
of European population in order to drive the progress of the country, encouraging the arrival of people with 
technical knowledge in agriculture, and also European people to “whitewash” the existing population. See 
“Argentina de la inmigración a la emigración”, Universidad de las Islas Baleares, Cátedra Iberoamericana, at 
https://fci.uib.es/Servicios/libros/investigacion/jofre/Primera-Parte-Argentina-de-la-inmigracion-a-la.cid217786. 
Forced migration, when countries' borders are changed. Or the migration of populations by cause of wars, for 
example, after the Second World War. Between 1945 and1990 moved to the United States approximately 18 
million of people. After the end of the Cold War, in the following 5 years, they entered 1 million of legal migrants 
a year, which would give a figure of around 25 million people in 50 years, amount that is somewhat far away from 
the 30 million that entered between 1880-1920. Flores Flores, José Álvaro, “Migraciones modernas: Una 
oportunidad a la utopía”, Contribuciones a las Ciencias Sociales, December 2009, at 
http://www.eumed.net/rev/cccss/06/jaff.htm 
54 Economic migrants are people who have left their country for job opportunities. Sometimes they come from 
countries in extreme poverty and come also risking their lives, crossing large territories, even seas and borders in 
order to enter in a developed country and getting a job. “Migrantes y Refugiados, ¿qué diferencia hay? ACNUR 
responde”, ACNUR, 5 March 2018, at  
https://eacnur.org/es/actualidad/noticias/emergencias/migrantes-y-refugiados-que-diferencia-hay-acnur-responde 
55 Hernández León, Rubén: “La industria de la migración en el sistema migratorio México-Estados Unidos”, 
TRACE, Travaux et Recherches dans les Amériques du Centre, nº12, (junio 2012), pp. 41-61, at  
https://www.redalyc.org/articulo.oa?id=423839520005 
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political, ethnical reasons, or for belonging to a social group or for his political opinion,56and, 
therefore, have another status and welcome in countries to which they arrive, countries that 
have signed the 1951 Refugee Convention and the 1967 Protocol. 

One of the problems of the UN immigration pact is that it was accepted by the signatory 
governments, without consultation with their populations. Immigration is imposed as a right, 
but emigration must be considered as an option, not a right.57 The denominations of immigrant 
and refugee are mixed deliberately. This mixture is used to open borders, which, in the long 
run, would end the sovereignty of the countries.58 Adding to this, we are convinced that to give 
more importance to the people who come from outside, than to meet the needs of the citizens 
of the countries that welcome them will mean, whether we want to or not, the creation of a 
conflict whose scope and consequences are not known yet. Imposing foreign customs on those 
of the host country is a considerable risk of unforeseeable consequences. Migrants are 
considered citizens of the world according to this pact. Multiculturalism is promoted, just now 
when we have seen its failure in societies like Germany, United Kingdom or the Netherlands. 
A display of dreams that everyone will probably have to pay. Another failure of this pact is that 
it will be developed and implemented by bureaucrats who are put on a discretionary basis in 
this international body that is the UN. They are people chosen many times by the interests and 
influence of different countries. 

Trump does not support all this design and, as president of the United States, not only 
has the right but the duty to do so. It has recently been published in a newspaper59 not very akin 
to president Trump, that the requests for the border, asked by the President, must be considered 
by the Congress. 

The main point that should be corrected in the immigration law of the United States is 
the reference to the illegal emigration to be considered only an administrative foul and not a 
federal offense.  With this condescending penal figure, the United States has reached the figure 
of 11 million of undocumented immigrants,60 a very important figure, arguing by important 
defenders that they are refugees and that the United States is a country of immigrants. It can be 
understood, but if the formation of the country was based on immigration, more than 243 years 
have already passed after the independence, and United States is a sovereign state and is also a 
world power. So, these arguments are out of context, and it is time for this country to take the 
immigration seriously, which must be legal and controlled. In the long run, it will probably 
become a problem of public order, mainly for those who are driving it, when it comes to the 

                                                           
56 The refugee is the person who flees from an armed conflict, violence or persecution and is forced by this to cross 
the borders of his country to find security. The reasons for the persecution may be for belonging to an ethnic or 
religious group, gender, or sexual orientation. “Migrantes y Refugiados, ¿qué diferencia hay? ACNUR responde”. 
ACNUR, 5 March 2018, at  
https://eacnur.org/es/actualidad/noticias/emergencias/migrantes-y-refugiados-que-diferencia-hay-acnur-responde 
57 It was stated by the President of Mexico, López Obrador, in his visit to the president of El Salvador, emphasizing 
that “forced immigration can be stopped providing opportunities and security, so there will only rest the voluntary 
migration, academic and profesional”.  “López Obrador aborda tema migratorio con presidente electo de El 
Salvador”, Excelsior, 12 March 2019, at 
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/nacional/lopez-obrador-aborda-tema-migratorio-con-presidente-electo-de-el-
salvador/1301444  
58 Sometimes even the freedom of expression is in question, because you can no longer bear the opposite and 
contradict those who propose these kinds of changes. 
59 “Congress, Give Trump His Border Money”, The New York Times, 5 May 2019, at 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/05/opinion/trump-border-crisis-
funding.html?em_pos=small&emc=edit_ty_20190506&nl=opinion-
today&nl_art=4&nlid=82708964emc%3Dedit_ty_20190506&ref=headline&te=1 
60 “Tolerancia cero contra la inmigración ilegal: ¿Deporta más Trump que Obama?, BBC News, 27 June 2018, at 
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-44596148 
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end the aid to all the immigrants who have been encouraged to come to the American soil from 
all parts of the world, creating underworlds of marginal, precarious people and a submerged 
economy.61 Issue that should be avoided, and that was already denounced by president Obama 
during his presidency,62a grievance against the documented immigration that pays his taxes and 
contributes to the greatness of the country. 

Border control, as a deterrent, is fundamental.63 And in the case that concerns us, it is 
critical and fundamental to demand to the neighboring country, Mexico, the control of its 
borders64 and to help the migrants that it allows to enter in its territory. The problem belongs to 
Mexico and not to the United States. And belongs to Mexico, precisely because he is a signatory 
of the UN immigration pact. Why young, burly men, which do not present any sign of unhealthy 
exhaustion from hunger or ill-treatment move and not families? Even the “coyotes” themselves 
report that everyone knows what they're up to if they can enter into the United States, not a 
promising and easy life, but full of dangers. By the way, a very dangerous fashion copied from 
the European Union. 

6. The southern border: A security crisis and also humanitarian  

In recent months, the situation on the southern border of the United States has become 
increasingly complicated, because of the obstruction exerted by the Democrats in the Congress, 
who, apparently, are committed to denying that there is a national security crisis. For his part, 
Donald Trump, having to face the huge amount of undocumented immigration  overflowing the 
border, has pulled out of his sleeve a witty measure,65 which had not been weighed by any other 
president before, sending the undocumented immigrants to sanctuary cities, where they are 
protected and not deported, having a status of “let live”, they are useful to the market, but the 
regularization is not allow to them, becoming the facto a quasi slave labor. In March 2019, 
100,000 illegal immigrants entered the southern borders, 66  exerting enormous pressure on 
communities, schools, hospitals and public resources, as no one had ever seen, said Donald 
Trump. Since April 11, the president already considered this idea, that some commentators 

                                                           
61  It is clearly emphasized by some citizens who believe that a drastic measure is needed against the entry of 
undocumented people in the country.  That is also the case of Robert J. Samuelson, columnist of the Washington 
Post. Navas, María Elena: “Construyamos el muro”: las polémicas razones de los que apoyan la idea de Trump de 
una valla fronteriza entre EE. UU y México”, BBC News, 9 November 2016, at 
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-internacional-37439553 
62Entitled: “Arreglando nuestro sistema de inmigración para que todos jueguen bajo las mismas reglas”. “El plan 
migratorio de Obama”, Univisión, 30 January 2013, at 
https://www.univision.com/noticias/reforma-migratoria/el-plan-migratorio-de-obama  
63 Ibid. 
64"According to the international law, no State is obliged to admit the entry and installation in its territory of 
foreigners. Admission or rejection of admission and residence constitutes a sovereign prerogative of all States".  
Statement by professor of Public International Law, José Antonio Pastor Ridruejo, in The Second Ibero-American 
conference of International Studies, on migration and development. Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I.: “¿Alternativas a 
las políticas de fronteras de la UE?”, Comentario UNISCI, nº 92, 20 September 2015, at 
http://www.unisci.es/alternativas-a-las-politicas-de-fronteras-de-la-ue/ 
65 During a rally in Wisconsin, President Trump said he was sending undocumented immigrants to the “sanctuary 
cities”, many of which are governed by the Democrats, and he did so for the huge number of undocumented 
migrants, about 100,000, who entered the United States in the last month, in response to Democrats' refusal to 
change the country's immigration laws. This idea was suggested by Stephen Miller, his immigration advisor. 
“Trump envía a inmigrantes liberados a ciudades santuario”, El Mundo, 29 April 2019, en 
https://elmundo.sv/trump-envia-a-migrantes-liberados-a-ciudades-santuario/ 
66 In February, the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) found more than 76,000 border crossings and 
foreigners that could not to be admitted in the United States. “Congress, Give Trump His Border Money”, The 

New York Times, 5 May 2019, at https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/05/opinion/trump-border-crisis-
funding.html?em_pos=small&emc=edit_ty_20190506&nl=opinion-
today&nl_art=4&nlid=82708964emc%3Dedit_ty_20190506&ref=headline&te=1 
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qualify as a “sarcastic game of mockery and racism” against the Hispanic community.67 In our 
opinión, it is curious that the members of this community are always presented as victims, as 
well as all undocumented immigrants moving from Central American countries that are not at 
war but that are presented as refugees. The response of the Democrats did not take long, coming 
from the hand of Nancy Pelosy, president of the House of Representatives, who qualified the 
inititive as unworthy. 

When Trump says that “Mexico is one of the most dangerous countries in the world”, is 
not saying anything new, because what is evident is that the Aztec country is a country 
dominated by the mafias of drug trafficking, the corruption of politicians and the territory is 
controlled by the collusion between the authorities and the bosses of the organized crime. The 
current government has not known how to deal with this very serious problem, and much less 
how to destroy it. There are many studies and allegations made over the years on this issue, and 
the Mexican politicians haven't solved it, because the organized crime in Mexico has infiltrated 
the cracks of State institutions and commands the officials and governors where it sits.68 And 
this is another factor that determines the current crisis of migratory movements from Central 
American countries to the United States. 

The latest measures proposed by Donald Trump, although they seem out of context, they 
are not, because some of these measures should be implemented and put in motion. Flows of 
people continue to arrive and in Mexico the authorities consider they have reached the limits of 
the possible attention to the undocumented immigrants, with experiences of riots in Tijuana69, 
Piedras Negras 70 , Tapachula 71 , Laredo 72 , in Tamaulipas and, again, Chiapas, where the 

                                                           
67 It is the opinion of Juan Jose Gutierrez, director of the movement Vamos Unidos USA, who, from Los Angeles, 
indicates that Trump "is going to get the shot in the butt".  Cancino, Jorge: “Trump confirma que está enviando a 
indocumentados liberados a las ciudades santuario”, Univisión, Dallas, 28 April 2019, at 
https://www.univision.com/local/dallas-kuvn/noticias/inmigracion/trump-confirma-que-esta-enviando-a-
indocumentados-liberados-a-las-ciudades-santuario  
68 There is an analysis on this subject that fits very well on what represents the Aztec country, quite far away from 
the democratic strength demanded by a modern state. See “La debilidad de las instituciones del Estado en México”, 
pp.799-812; in the chapter recently published by Ospina Sánchez, Gloria I: “Gestionar los flujos migratorios 
irregulares: De la presidencia de Barack Obama a la presidencia de Donald Trump”, en Marquina Barrio, Antonio 
(coord.) (2019): La política exterior de Estados Unidos. Un atardecer desfigurado, Madrid, UNISCI, pp. 787-902. 
69 Hundreds of immigrants are trapped in cities bordering the USA, like Tijuana, perceived "as dangerous as the 
home they fled" because of the rejection they experience from Mexicans. See Silva, Daniella, “Migrantes obligados 
a esperar en Tijuana para solicitar asilo temen por sus vidas”, NBC News, Telemundo, 28 March 2019, at 
https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/2019/03/29/migrantes-obligados-esperar-en-tijuana-para-solicitar-asilo-
temen-por-sus-vidas 
70 On the other side of the USA border, they do not know what can be find, according to Mexican authorities in 
this city, considering that the US authorities do not have any significant arrangement to suddenly receive 
immigrants, being forced to condition old abandoned maquiladoras. See Gudiño, Alma: “No estamos listos para 
la caravana; llega a Piedras Negras”, Excelsior, 5 February 2019, at 
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/nacional/no-estamos-listos-para-la-caravana-llega-a-piedras-negras/1294547. 
Clashes with the police were also recorded. See Barragán, Jimena, “Migrantes de la caravana y policías se 
enfrentan en Piedras Negras, Coahuila”, Aztecaamerica, 14 February 2019, at 
https://www.aztecaamerica.com/notas/noticias/313121/migrantes-de-la-caravana-y-policias-se-enfrentan-en-
piedras-negras-coahuila 
71 Collapse is the word that is heard among the inhabitants of this population where there are 5,874 immigrants 
who fill streets, parks and squares, and they're concerned about the deterioration of security. See Reina, Elena, “La 
frontera sur de México es una olla de presión”, El País, 19 April 2019, at 
https://elpais.com/internacional/2019/04/17/mexico/1555463562_198481.html  
72 From Eagle Pass the immigrants are being sent to San Antonio, Laredo and Uvalde, because on that border they 
no longer have the capacity to shelter them. The anomalous thing is that they're sending them out late at night. See 
“Incómoda llegada de migrantes de noche”, El mañana, 21 February 2019, at https://elmanana.com.mx/incomoda-
llegada-de-migrantes-de-noche/ 
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indigenous Mexican population is already preventing the arrival of Central American 
immigrants to their villages.  

Last April, the Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo73,  in his testimony before the Congress, 
defended the suspension of the aid granted by the government of the United States to the Central 
American countries, in view of the ineffectiveness of this assistance and stressed the need to 
change that dynamic. He emphasized the need to “change that”. The United States had spent 
hundreds of thousands of dollars trying to find a solution, (and) the crisis in the southern border 
proved that no results had been achieved. In March, it was already announced that a president 
Trump's directive was being developed to end foreign assistance programs for the North 
Triangle74 for the years 2017 and 2018 already budgeted. The US has been sending aid to these 
countries in the North Triangle for decades, to invest in social and economic projects, and has 
seen the exponential increase in undocumented immigration leaving these countries to the 
United States. This confirms that aid is not effective.  

President Trump, for his part, noted that the funds totaled 500 million dollars distributed 
as follows: In the year 2016 were awarded 131.2 million dollars to Guatemala, 98.3 million to 
Honduras and 67.9 to El Salvador. For the year 2019 it was envisaged a reduction in the aid of 
40%, distributed as follows: 69.4 million dollars for Guatemala, 65.8 for Honduras and 45.7 for 
El Salvador. 

The president Trump more recent initiative75 is to suspend aid and deport people who 
are benefiting from the American aid system, under the pretext of being a burden to the system.76 
In this respect, the adversely affected include even the people who own the Green Card and can 
apply for federal aid; all those who would have been beneficiaries of hospitalizations (SSI) as 
disabled and older citizens would be within this category; those who were beneficiaries of 
supplementary nutritional assistance programs (SNAP), known as food stamps and housing 
vouchers; medicaid services; and temporary assistance for needy families (TANF). This 
proposal was already weighed by president Trump, on November 23, 2018, as it would be in 
accordance with the current law.77 This  is a decision on a rather glassy issue, because it is a 
retroactive initiative on benefits that, by their long existence, are already considered as acquired 
rights, and, in our opinion, rather than benefiting economically the federal states, will encourage 
expenses in unnecessary deportations, a greater bankruptcy of the present coexistence and a 
clear injustice on the part of the Trump administration, which instead of benefiting his re-

                                                           
73  “Mike Pompeo defiende recortes de ayuda a Centroamérica”, El Economista, 10 April 2019, at 
https://www.eleconomista.net/economia/Mike-Pompeo-defiende-recortes-de-ayuda-a-Centroamerica-20190410-
0010.html 
74   “Trump ahorca a Centroamérica; corta fondos que combaten migración forzada”, Excelsior, 31March 2019, at 
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/global/trump-ahorca-a-centroamerica-corta-fondos-que-combaten-migracion-
forzada/1304892 
75 “Cambios a la Ley de inmigración en Estados Unidos afectarían a millones de personas”, Infobae, 6 May 2019, 
at https://www.infobae.com/america/eeuu/2019/05/05/cambios-a-la-ley-de-inmigracion-en-estados-unidos-
afectaran-a-millones-de-personas/ 
76 The Trump administration studies “deportation of legal residents" in the United States which use public aids. To 
this end, the United States Department of Justice plans to drastically expand the categories of migrants using 
federal aid that can be deported. See “Cambios a la Ley de inmigración en Estados Unidos afectarían a millones 
de personas”, Infobae, 6 May 2019, at  
https://www.infobae.com/america/eeuu/2019/05/05/cambios-a-la-ley-de-inmigracion-en-estados-unidos-
afectaran-a-millones-de-personas/ 
77 The former secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, Kirstjen Nielsen, at the same time reported that 
the measure would affect some 382,000 people a year, but would not impact on immigrants who had already 
granted the permanent residency. “Donald Trump propone medidas contra inmigrantes legales que reciban ayudas 
en los EE.UU., Euronews, 23 November 2018, at https://es.euronews.com/2018/09/23/donald-trump-propone-
medidas-contra-inmigrantes-legales-que-reciban-ayudas-en-eeuu 
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election would doom him to his disappearance. On the other hand, this initiative is a clear 
example of the desperation on the part of Trump's advisors, namely Sthephen Miller. We hope 
that the new appointments, such as Kevin McAleenan and Mark Morgan, who have worked in 
the field of immigration and borders, will serve to guide the initiatives in this regard and to be 
firm and truly to a migration reform that is what the United States needs urgently. It is a form 
of aid to all the countries of the world and especially to their populations, who must know the 
requirements that are needed to travel and to remain in the United States. And the law must be 
enforced, because, otherwise, as happens in the European Union, the migration mafias are those 
who design the migration policies of the Western countries and these countries have not reacted 
yet in a suitable way to the challenge. In Asia, in China or Japan, for instance, no one would 
illegally cross the borders of the country, without a serious punishment.  

The state of Florida, for its part, has passed an immigration law against the sanctuary 
cities78, whose objective is to respect the rule of law, to protect the American citizens, promoting 
safe communities and respecting the work of the police at all levels, as the governor of Florida 
declared.  

In the opinion of the experts, the new situation can produce the bankrupt of the Mexican 
state79, with the increase of caravans from Central America. It is not ruled out that caravans can 
start coming from South America, reaching a volume of people which could produce what has 
never seen before. There is therefore the need for a firm solution to this critical matter which is 
also the responsability of the countries of origin of all these flows. 

7. López Obrador's good intentions80.  

The first thing to mention is that Mexico has many problems in different fundamental issues, 
and they are increasing as the government of Lopez Obrador is implementing its political 
programs, showing its true face with a pronounced turn to the left. Once selected his 
government, he started to proclaim a humanitarian policy for migration,81 activating the massive 
arrival to Mexico of emigrants from Central America. He assured them that they were now 
more welcome to Mexico than ever: Open borders, free passage and work in Mexico82. At the 
same time he pledged to invest in southern Mexico 25 billion dollars in five years83. The United 
States would also invest 5.8 billion dollars in the development plan, having at the moment a 
heading of 2 billion in the budget earmarked for the Overseas Private Investment Corporation 
(OPIC).84 

                                                           
78 Moraleda, Alba: “Florida aprueba una polémica ley que prohíbe las ciudades santuario”, Telemundo, 3 de mayo 
de 2019, en https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/2019/05/03/florida-aprueba-una-polemica-ley-que-prohibe-las-
ciudades-santuario 
79 Ricardo Puerta, expert on migratory issues, predicts serious problems if no exit paths are created for the 
immigrants. He also highlights that are not poor people those who leave their countries, but people who have a 
job, such as taxi drivers, shop clerks, bricklayers, nannies, who do not see possibilities of thriving in their country 
and believe that in the United States will have opportunities. “Los coyotes han encontrado en las caravanas un 
negocio en masa”, El Heraldo, Tegucigalpa, 22 February 2019, at https://www.elheraldo.hn/pais/1261582-
466/los-coyotes-han-encontrado-en-las-caravanas-un-negocio-en-masa 
80 “Las mentiras de Manuel Andrés López Obrador en sus primeros cien días de gobierno”, Periodista Digital, 9 
March 2019, at https://www.periodistadigital.com/america/politica/2019/03/09/las-mentiras-de-andres-manuel-
lopez-obrador-en-sus-primeros-100-dias-de-gobierno.shtml/amp 
81 Semple, Kirk: “Las políticas de AMLO han contribuido al auge de la migración hacia los Estados Unidos, The 

New York Times, 2 April 2019, at https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/04/02/amlo-migracion-trump/ 
82   Martínez, Oscar: “AMLO engañó a una multitud de migrantes”, The New York Times, 2 May 2019, at 
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/05/02/lopez-obrador-migrantes-mexico/ 
83 “Ebrard y Pompeo se reunirán para tratar desarrollo en Centroamérica”, BajoPalabra, 17 January 2019, at 
https://bajopalabra.com.mx/ebrard-y-pompeo-se-reuniran-para-tratar-desarrollo-en-centroamerica 
84 Is the American public institution for financing the development, generating investments in Mexico and Central 
America. See Morales, Roberto: “OPIC dará apoyos a México y Centroamérica por 1.000 mdd, El Economista, 7 
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However, in the southern border of Mexico, migrants are no longer welcome, due to saturation 
they have caused in the squalid towns of Chiapas, especially in Mapastepec, where the 
population complains of president López Obrador, who “for wanting to do good, he's doing a 
lot of damage to his own people”. The situation has reached the limit in villages, such as 
Huixtla85, where 2,000 immigrants were prevented from entering, declaring the authorities an 
emergency situation and instructing residents to close their tents and stay inside their homes.  

The question mark is that they are people who do not want to stay in Mexico, and the 
arrivals to the US border are daily, in numbers that exceeds the limit of what is considered a 
crisis, id est, 6,000 people. In the last fiscal year of 2018, which ended in September, 400,000 
undocumented immigrants had been detained. The experts now think that they can pass the 
figure of a million people, remembering the decade of the 1990s. President Trump's new 
appointment to lead the Department of Homeland Security, Kevin McAleenan86 informed to the 
journalists in El Paso that in one day they apprehended 12,000 people and the next day the 
figure rises to 13,400. He said that in February this year, 76,000 undocumented immigrants 
have been detained. 

On Sunday, May 587, the Mexicans have also demonstrated against López Obrador for 
the failure to comply with his promises including not stopping the immigration that enters from 
the south of the country.  

How the US Democratic Party is trying to resolve this issue? The ball is on its roof. 
Although it can be glimpsed by its demands on open borders, that is, once again, an instrument 
of the UN migratory pact. The Democratic Party has been devoted to demonize many of the 
president Trump's initiatives, especially in the issue of the border and its closure, apparently 
without a serious reflection on the dangers that can be produced by the rise of undocumented 
immigration coming right now from all the countries of the world, including Africa, without a 
minimum control of who comes in. That is nonsense. They can not foster the new slavery of 
the 21st century, feeding irregular businesses and jobs of all kinds in the submerged economy88. 
All this means a betrayal to the American citizens and to the documented immigrants who pay 
taxes. 

8. Conclusion  

The center of the problem is Mexico, because of the weakness of its institutions, the corruption 
and the abandonment of the northern frontier that has been a common denominator during the 
shared history of the border.  

                                                           
Noember 2017, at https://www.eleconomista.com.mx/economia/OPIC-dara-apoyos-a-Mexico-y-Centroamerica-
por-1000-mdd-20171107-0153.html 
85 Villegas, Paulina y Semple, Kirk: “Ya no son tan bienvenidos: una ciudad mexicana culpa a AMLO por los 
migrantes”, The New York Times, 22 April 2019, at https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/04/22/migrantes-mexico-
amlo/ 
86   Urrego, Natalia: “Kevin McAleenan, el encargado de Trump para lidiar con la inmigración ilegal”, EFE, 

Telemundo, 7 April 2019, at https://www.telemundo.com/noticias/2019/04/08/kevin-mcaleenan-el-encargado-de-
trump-para-lidiar-con-la-inmigracion-ilegal 
87  “Protestan contra López Obrador en México: `No más discurso de odio´”, Infobae, 6 June 2019, at 
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2019/05/05/miles-protestan-contra-lopez-obrador-no-mas-discursos-
de-odio/; 
88  It is precisely what they wanted to be avoided since the 1970s, to prevent the creation of an impoverished 
subclass in the United States. See Ortega Velázquez, Elisa: “La consolidación histórica de la inmigración irregular 
en los Estados Unidos: leyes y políticas migratorias restrictivas, ineficaces y demagógicas”, Norteamérica, vol. 
12, issue 1 (January–June 2017), pp. 197-231, at  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1870355018300247 
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The Trump administration is obliged to carry out whatever it takes to avoid more undocumented 
immigration inflows. There are already 11 million accumulated in the last 30 years and it is 
their duty to prevent its growth.  

It will seem strange, but both, former president Barack Obama and the current president 
Donald Trump shear a liberal and democratic principle that considers a priority the defense of 
the people in the US democracy; it is the principle of legality, every person should be protected 
by the laws. It is inadmisible that some people, living in the United States, can not defend their 
rights because they are not legally protected by the laws that govern for all the Americans. 

Mexico has become a country of open borders by signing the UN migratory pact89, and 
its territory is crossed by all kinds of people who, of course, without identification can become 
a major problem for the national security of this country. President Andrés Manuel López 
Obrador apparently is very receptive and seek a good understanding with the president of the 
United States90, being of critical importance this issue of undocumented immigration that try to 
reach the U.S. border, crossing Mexico. The new agreement to deal with the issue as a regional 
matter, with financial aid from the United States,91 is a hopeful message from Donald Trump. 
He will not abandon the Central American countries, just now that China is placed itself in this 
scenario. López Obrador, with his tactics, has managed to appease the president Trump, urging 
to avoid the abandonment of the impoverished Central American economies rather than closing 
the border.  

Trump's strength lies in having presented in the spotlight the tricky issue of the 
undocumented immigrants living in the United States. Obama tried an immigration reform and 
met with the refusal of Congress, Trump tries again a swap of a businessman, in order to finish 
fencing the border and also meets the refusal of the Congress. 

There is little time for reaching agreements between the government and the Congress, 
but president Trump as ruler must not create more problems than solutions. It is true that the 
territory south of the US border is badly governed, with problems of corruption and especially 
lacking legal guarantees to end violence and organized crime. Based on this fact, which we 
have seen throughout this study, it is legitimate to demand the reinforcement of the immigration 
law. It is legitimate to use, in the service of the law, a number of tools that can be activated 
immediately as we saw in the last months of 2018: Troops from the Army and National Guard 
supporting the logistical tasks of the Patrol Border, which at times has been overwhelmed by 
uncontrolled avalanches of people on the southern border; activate mechanisms that trace those 
who have left the country and who have overstayed; require the legal entry of all people who 
want to do so; increase the number of judges and prosecutors to quickly process the asylum or 
shelter demands. 

                                                           
89 Dumont, Jonathan: “Pacto Mundial sobre Migración: ¿a qué obliga y qué beneficios tiene?”, Noticias ONU, 5 
December 2018, at https://news.un.org/es/story/2018/12/1447231 
90 The President of Mexico, López Obrador, has stated that " he will always seek a relationship of friendship and 
collaboration with the Government of the United States". See Malkin, Elisabeth y Villegas, Paulina: “Trump da 
un discurso sobre migración y México se encoge de hombros”, The New York Times, 8 January 2019, at 
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2019/01/08/migracion-discurso-trump/ 
91 It may be a starting point for new relations between Mexico and the United States, according to Christopher 
Wilson, director of the Wilson Center Mexican Institute in Washington. Marcelo Ebrard, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Mexico reported that "Washington had advanced 5.8 billion dollars for development plans in Central 
America and would also invest in Mexico from the public sector as well as from the private for an amount of 4.8 
billion dollars, via the Overseas Private Investment Corporation. See González, David: “Estados Unidos y México 
anuncian acuerdo millonario para intentar frenar la inmigración ilegal”, France 24, 19 December 2018, at 
https://www.france24.com/es/20181219-estados-unidos-mexico-acuerdo-migracion 
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However, many people in the last two years have defended more the former president than the 
present one, especially the media, focusing on the different way they address the problems. 
Donald Trump, much more vehement and direct, has won many enemies who, time after time, 
vilify all the initiatives that it undertakes. It is true that the announcement to expel 11 million 
of undocumented people, allowed by the former administrations, was astonishing, because of 
the impact it would have, first in the immigrants themselves and second in the economy, given 
the economic impact that this action would have in the United States as well as in the countries 
of origin of these undocumented immigrants.  

Let's settle this issue and take the alternative of regularization, because it is a fait 
accompli that the US governments have allowed. There are significant positive consequences: 
All this population is taken out of the legal limbo, taxes are levied, that went before to the 
submerged economy, taxes are levied on the employers who had employed them being 
undocumented, fines are charged for the years passed wihout contribution. Benefit also for the 
countries of origin, because they do not receive a number of compatriots who no longer know 
their own countries and that would become an overwhelming economic and social burden. 

The question of dreamers who were “deceived” with a temporary stay of two years, 
must also be solved to alleviate the criticisms made to Barack Obama by the “overwhelming 
number of deportations he carried out”. And as for the other measures announced by Trump, 
presented throughout this study, they must be explained in detail the conditions and the 
temporality of the programs to the beneficiaries, such as the TPS.  

As for the wall of discord, something has to be done to deter immigrants who no longer 
come from Mexico in large quantities but from Central America and other parts of the world, 
including Africa, in masses of people called caravans.  

It is time for the inhabitants of the Central American countries to be responsible for their 
actions and decisions and to contribute to the development and prosperity of their own nations 
and to stop blaming the United States for their misfortunes. Migrations should be an option and 
not become rights and much less considered forced, because the duties also exist for all the 
citizens and travel with documents is the main duty and the human right par excellence, have 
an identification and enter into a foreign country legally. We advocate that NGOs move into 
areas of conflict and humanitarian crises and do not promote that the needy of the world has to 
travel painfully to developed countries, having left their families in ruin and exposing 
themselves to be the new slaves of the 21st century. Paying for their own slavery 
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