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This issue of the Journal includes a set of articles coordinated by Professor Arie Kusuma at the 

University of Muhammadas Muhammadiyah, Yogyakarta, in Indonesia on different political 

and security aspects of Southeast Asia. The center of gravity of many of the issues addressed is 

Indonesia, although there are very interesting studies related to Malaysia, Thailand, Timor Leste 

and even Pakistan. This block of 13 articles is followed by two articles of great interest, one on 

Hong Kong and the second on OPEC+. 

On security-related issues, several topics of notable relevance are included: a study on 

terrorism in Indonesia; several studies on migration showing the strong securitization of this 

issue in Malaysia and Indonesia, (a clear lesson for the promoters of migration from western 

angles, even considering as prioritary religious or humanitarian aspects, avoiding or at least 

giving a secondary role to the crucial policies of the key players in dealing with these flows: 

mafias and states; the billion-dollar enriching activities of the former and the defense of borders, 

the law enforcement, internal and international, social cohesion, humanitarian support and 

economic implications and, as the articles show, the difficult questions of integration, the “fight 

agaisnt crime” and the perception of “invasion”); informal institutions that have contributed to 

the security of people apart from governments, as was the case in Timor's traumatic 

independence experience, or the role of women in Garuda operation of peacekeeping. On 

foreign policy issues, a small miscellaneous of articles have been selected: an enlightening 

study on Malaysian and Indonesia's perceptions of the China Belt and Road initiative; the 

territorial disputes between Malaysia and Indonesia and the case of Ambalat; the role of women 

in informal diplomacy initiatives; or the role of twinning cities between various states for 

cooperation purposes. 

Two articles explain in some detail some central political problems in Indonesia, a 

country with a multi-party system, with governments alternating according to the majorities 

achieved in the elections and the coalitions carried out. On the one hand the explanation of the 

role and organization of political dynasties in Indonesia, discussing whether or not they 

constitute the main cause of the corruption existing in the country and, on the other, the strategy 

of the parties, in particular the Gerinda Party in the concurrent elections of 2019. 

 Other aspects to be enhanced in this block of articles is the presentation of several field 

studies carried out on the role of citizen engagement and citizen participation in improving good 

governance at the local and regional level in various countries, explaining specific cases, and 

also the growing role of women in various informal initiatives and government policies. 
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Finally, the articles on Hong Kong and OPEC+, written by professors at the University of 

Warsaw, illustrate two issues of singular relevance today. 

The first one conceptualizes the process of “mainlandization” of Hong Kong. The author 

explains that “ it is a process of imposing political visions, rules, procedures, policy paradigms, 

“ways of doing things”, and of transferring norms from the People’s Republic of China to Hong 

Kong’s political system and its modalities” adding that  in his opinion there are three modes of 

responses to the mainlandization: accommodation, resistance faced by pro-PRC elements 

leading to modification of PRC policies, and widespread resistance and public protest leading 

to the withdrawal of PRC policies.  He concludes by saying that, in his opinion, there is 

sufficient evidence to show that excessive PRC influence and attempts to control the Hong 

Kong polity will result in a backlash from citizens, the “sinoscepticism”. The backlash can also 

result in different levels of radicalization. 

The second tries to explain the roots of the OPEC+ agreement, how it operates, and its 

prospects for the future. The author considers that the emergence of OPEC+ is a consequence 

of over three decades of competition and occasional cooperation between exporters united in 

OPEC and those outside the organization. That cooperation was always a consequence of the 

price war and the demand of OPEC members for cooperation with non-OPEC exporters. And 

presents the advantages of OPEC+ and problems for OPEC + that remain concluding that 

despite some weaknesses, OPEC+ may become an important governor in global energy 

governance, gradually diminishing the importance of OPEC. 

 Finally, let me give my thanks to all the authors for their contribution to this issue, in 

particular to profesor Arie Kusuma who coordinated the main block dealing with Southeast 

Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           


