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Introduction
It is evident that climate change has impacted our lives and our environment. Without any doubt, it was developed countries the most responsible
for accelerating that change in our climate although developing countries
are increasingly greatly contributing to it. It is our responsibility as human
beings to leave future generations with a better world or, at least, not one
worse. We are not the owners, but only the casual dwellers of a planet that
has given us the opportunity to live and to enjoy a breathtaking environmental wealth that we must preserve. It is the duty of all countries and citizens to take care of what we have been given for the years we are here, and
it is our responsibility to analyse the best way of doing that.
This book is a collective effort made by eight women concerned and
united by the research on climate change, sustainability and cooperation
policies within the European Union. This work tries to shed light on the
evolution the European Union has experienced since 1992 in its fight
against climate change in the search of a more sustainable Europe. Without wanting to be exhaustive, the book aims to depict the evolution of the
European Union’s policies on climate, cooperation, sustainability, security,
economy and energy with the final aim of being a trustworthy and reliable
actor at the international level. The impact that international agreements
on climate, cooperation and sustainability have had on European policies
is analysed in different chapters.
It was not intentional that all the authors were women, but probably what
is offered here is a unique perspective on how we see the European Union is
managing and weathering the most challenging threat of the 21st century.
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xx

Introduction

Chapter 1 analyses the transformation that the European Union (EU)
has undergone to incorporate international climate agreements. Agreements at the international level such as the Kyoto or the Paris Agreement
have led the EU to adopt binding internal targets to reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions and increase its share of renewable energy that have resulted
in the promotion of a circular economy and the change of the energy system within the European borders. Both a circular economy and renewable
energy are considered strategic areas to set the EU into a sustainable path
of growth. Although the promotion of sound and ambitious climate and
sustainable policies at the international level has been part of the European
identity for long, the truth is that its credibility depends on the achievement
of EU targets–nothing easy to achieve.
María del Pilar Bueno analyses the changes experienced in the EU leadership in climate change diplomacy, in particular, at the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) from Copenhagen
Summit in 2009 to Katowice Conference in 2018. This period is portrayed
by an adjustment in the leadership of the EU that can be considered in
isolation after the withdrawal of the United States from the Kyoto Protocol. However, Copenhagen illustrated the beginning of a shared leadership
with the United States and China that continues to generate great challenges to the EU regionally and internationally. Considering the vast trajectory of leadership literacy applied to climate change negotiations, the
chapter underscores four features of EU leadership at the international climate change arena including its vision, internal coherence, the degree of
achievement of its objectives and proposals and the flexibility to adapt to
changing contexts.
In her chapter, María Dolores Sánchez Galera presents an overview of
how the evolution of EU environmental law and governance has taken the
lead towards the emergence of a unique EU sustainability model with its
imperfections and challenges, but with greedy ambitions within the global
scenario. All in all, the EU sustainability model is, of course, a dynamic process resembling the European integration process itself. A complex process
full of changes triggered by globalisation and the global governance processes born, especially after the end of the Cold War. This analysis aims to
deliver greater understanding of the actual legal commitment of the EU to
implement sustainable development laws, principles and policies that can
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xxi

only be understood through the lenses of a multidisciplinary framework
that could help us to unpack the complex global paradigm of sustainable
development.
Kattya Cascante Hernández analyses how the commitments adopted in
the Agenda 2030 have impacted European cooperation and the development cooperation policies of the EU and how the EU has been present
in the International Development Cooperation policy. Europe’s support
of the International Development Cooperation policy has overcome the
weight of the financial crisis and the isolationist behaviour of other relevant actors, although the EU may be wasting the opportunity created
by the distancing of China and the USA from the implementation of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Agenda. All that political performance should have been reflected in the improvement of the European
leadership to advance, without gaps and with less rhetoric, a form of governance based on sustainable development, responsible and coherent with
the commitments acquired and, most importantly, the initiative of constructing common global goods to address climate change.
Elena Bulmer Santana describes the strive of the EU for a low-carbon,
resource-efficient and competitive economy through the development of
a circular economy. The step from a linear to a circular economy can be
understood as a tool to reduce emissions and set the EU towards a more
sustainable Europe. In addition, this new economy will protect businesses
from the risk of scarcity and will develop new opportunities and jobs at all
levels of the value chain. The current implementation of a circular economy
nevertheless is still in its initial stages and has to cope with different barriers
such as the actual production model, the resource consumption processes
or societal behaviours.
In her chapter, María Isabel Nieto seeks to clarify the progress made to
date on the EU’s energy policy, especially with the entry into force of the
Lisbon Treaty. Energy, innovation and sustainability are examined in the
chapter. Although the challenges are huge and steps have been taken to
establish a common energy policy and an integrated climate and energy
policy of the EU since 2014, results have proven mixed. The chapter examines the Juncker Commission’s transition to cleaner energy and many of the
policies and instruments underway: a whole battery of programmes, normative acts and measures aimed at achieving an integrated energy market,
the interconnection of energy networks and the proposals in the domain
of energy efficiency and renewable energy sources, among others.
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Introduction

Rosa Giles-Carnero, through a securitisation lens, analyses how the
EU is confronting the effects of climate change. As she points out, using a
securitisation approach for the analysis of governance provides a new
opportunity to incentivise the adoption of actions to mitigate and to
adapt to climate change. The chapter looks into the concept of climate
security and stresses how climate security instruments in the EU play
a significant contribution to the EU’s credibility in international climate
negotiations and how the relationship between climate change and security
has been reinforced in EU documents as the EU has aimed to increase its
role in climate negotiations.
Ekaterina Domorenok focuses on how enhancing polycentric policy
making and strengthening the role of sub-state authorities have been
among the EU’s main endeavours in the effort to comply with its international commitments in the field of climate policies. The chapter explores the
experience of the EU Covenant of Mayors programme that was launched
by the European Commission in 2008 in order to enhance and support the
local action for climate change across EU countries. Besides presenting an
overview of the programme’s evolution over time, the analysis focuses on
the functioning and the main policy tools incorporated therein, bringing
also some evidence on how and why cities join this initiative, and to what
extent they exploit the opportunities provided by the Covenant of Mayors
membership.

P df_Fol i o: xxi i

