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            Abstract: 
The article focuses on the recent Israel-Hamas conflict and its implications for global stability 
and security. The article highlights how the threat is likely to evolve from a regional conflict in 
Middle East into a global conflict. The US, British and European support for Israel and 
increasing civilian death toll have sparked off endless debate. The world leaders should develop 
a far-reaching approach to countering the terrorist threats and protecting civilian rights. In 
addition, the article highlights the paramount importance of cybersecurity in responding to 
threats. 
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                                                  Resumen: 
El artículo se centra en el reciente conflicto entre Israel y Hamás y sus implicaciones para la 
estabilidad y la seguridad mundiales. El artículo destaca que la amenaza puede evolucionar si 
el conflicto regional de Oriente Medio se transforma en un conflicto global. El apoyo de 
Estados Unidos, Gran Bretaña y Europa a Israel y el creciente número de víctimas civiles han 
suscitado un debate interminable. Los líderes mundiales han de desarrollar un enfoque de largo 
alcance para contrarrestar las amenazas terroristas y proteger los derechos de los civiles. 
Además, el artículo destaca la importancia capital de la ciberseguridad para responder a estas 
amenazas. 
Palabras Clave: Conflicto Israel-Hamás, derechos civiles, ciberataques, ciberseguridad, 
defensa psicológica, comunicaciones. 
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1.  Global Impact and Geopolitical Dynamics of the Israel-Hamas Conflict 
The Israel-Hamas conflict is expected to have a significant impact on the global threat landscape 
in 2024. With far-reaching geopolitical, economic, and strategic implications, the ongoing 
fighting has the potential to deeply divide nations and societies. The conflict may also lead to 
economic repercussions, potentially precipitating a global economic downturn, increasing 
energy costs, disrupting regional commerce, and eroding consumer confidence. The 
polarization and fragmentation resulting from this conflict pose a serious threat to both national 
and international security. 

Western governments' firm support of Israel has come under scrutiny, as the neglect of 
human rights and international law has led to mounting public pressure to restrain the Israeli 
Defence Force's (IDF) response. This has ignited protests and calls for economic sanctions 
against Israeli and Jewish companies by both Muslim and non-Muslim communities. The 
dissemination of graphic imagery and propaganda has fuelled radicalization and reciprocal 
radicalization, leading to a rise in anti-Semitism and Islamophobia. 
2. Four Key Trends 
The broader global context in 2024 will be characterized by four key trends.  

Firstly, the Israel-Hamas conflict is anticipated to escalate into a wider regional conflict, 
drawing in both regional and extra-regional actors.  

Secondly, threats posed by both Sunni and Shia groups are expected to intensify, posing 
a common challenge to Western, Israeli, and Jewish targets worldwide.  

Thirdly, cyber-attacks by state and non-state entities, including terrorist and criminal 
organizations, will target information infrastructure, potentially including critical infrastructure.  

Fourthly, there is an anticipated surge in misinformation, disinformation, and 
malinformation campaigns by both state and non-state actors. 

The ongoing conflict in the Middle East has become increasingly intertwined with 
global events. As the United States pivoted its interests towards Asia in the 2010s and 
strengthened its partnership with Europe in response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the Israel-
Palestine conflict gained renewed global attention in the wake of the events on October 7, 2023. 

This conflict was initiated by a violent act carried out by Hamas, resulting in a 
significant loss of life, injuries, and abductions, prompting a military response from Israel. The 
U.S. has pledged support to Israel in the face of this threat, positioning itself as Israel's closest 
ally in the region. The U.S. has also taken steps to reinforce the defences of its allies and friends 
in the Gulf region, deploying military resources in strategic locations. 

The toll of the conflict on the Palestinian people has been severe, leading to significant 
displacement and a humanitarian crisis. As the conflict persists, the heightened tensions and 
continued loss of life may lead to a spike in global terrorist threats in 2024, potentially resulting 
in attacks on Western, Israeli, and Jewish targets by threat actors, including proxies of Iran. 

Given the complex and evolving nature of this conflict, it is of utmost importance for 
world leaders to work collaboratively to diffuse the situation. This will require a balanced 
approach that both supports Israel's right to exist while also striving for a lasting solution that 
safeguards the rights of Palestinian civilians and seeks to dismantle the threat posed by groups 
such as Hamas. 

While the world continues to grasp with the new challenges from the physical and 
operational security standpoint, coping with the dynamic uncertainties of cybersecurity have 
become the new norm for every security force.  
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Traditional concept of operation in upholding national security has been significantly altered in 
consideration of the latest cybersecurity element to the extent that most nations have been 
conducting research and studies in this field extensively over the past decade.  

In the case of some nations, the concern of cyber threats to the nation’s sovereignty or 
security has resulted in the formation of the digital and intelligence service in military armed 
forces, that will serve as the first line of defence in the digital domain to detect, mitigate and 
repel any potential aggressors. This is seen as a dedicated move to train and sustain a new 
generation of cybertroopers with the necessary capabilities to defend the country’s digital 
borders.  

Psychological defence is also another critical point to consider in correlation to 
cybersecurity. While the psychological impact is felt strongest during actual traditional terrorist 
operations, especially towards those who are fighting in the front lines, this is no longer true for 
the latest cybersecurity threats. 

In the latest terrorist operations schemes, an aggressor can commence their offensive 
campaign by first isolating the people as part of their early-stage manoeuvre plan. Critical 
communications infrastructure like the satellite stations can be the newest primary targets for 
sabotage or even elimination. This will result in the disruption or destruction of communication 
and transportation channels in major cities or key townships, where the individual areas can be 
isolated one by one.  

Upon isolation and being cut off in terms of communication with external parties or its 
own government agencies, the isolated zone will have a clear boundary of physical separation 
from the external world or even an entire nation. The next stage is for the perpetrators to conduct 
synchronised attacks on the emotions and psychology of the people by creation of chaos and 
confusion in the digital world where nobody knows the actual source of attacks and who the 
real enemy is. Eventual outcome of turning the people against one another will then result in 
severe civil unrest and probably a civil war internally that will make the terrorist effort of the 
aggressor much more easier and cheaper to conduct. 
3. The HIBLISS Model: Integrating Security with Psychological Well-being 
As the global threats increase, questions begin to hover around security solutions being heavily 
leveraged on AI technologies where big data can become the next threat target, leading to 
cyberattacks being the basic norm of terrorist operations. This looming cybersecurity threats 
has dawned upon the new paradigm shift for security systems to focus in security and happiness 
by design, to be based on research findings in psychology. 

This Happiness Initiated Behavioural Lead Intelligence Security Systems (HIBLISS) 
shifts the traditional approach from a preventive and resistive position for security mitigation 
to one that is creating happiness and resilience position in order to neutralise and eliminate any 
potential security threats.  

Through analysis of human behaviour and emotions, the psychological defence can be 
more effectively applied by considering the human behaviour and emotions as key factors in 
designing the security systems. Instead of using intimidating physical infrastructures, and 
pervasive use of various forms of surveillance systems, a security system can be designed to 
provide positive psychology to the people in the environment. 

Integration of psychology into architectural designs can potentially enhance security and 
improving custom experience at the same time. This can be achieved through the use of 
different colours in signages, ground directional markings, interior and exterior lighting, or even 
paintings and drawings, that can have different impacts on the human emotions, both during 
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peace time and emergency situations. Data can be collected after implementation on the effects 
of the different colours used for further customer experience enhancement. This can be done 
through constant monitoring of human behavior and emotions as part of natural surveillance by 
the use of cameras that are well concealed within existing landscape architecture and interior 
designs. 

HIBLISS seeks to achieve the balance between Security by Design to reduce and 
eliminate risk when it happens and Happiness by Design to create positive impacts on the 
human behaviour and emotions and resist typical reactions to security threats, therein greatly 
reduce the threat repercussions.      

Addressing the Israel-Gaza conflict in a proactive and responsible manner will be 
crucial to preventing further destabilization and fostering regional and global 
peace and security. This requires global leaders to come together and balance the equation of 
global threat vs civilian human rights.  

Similar attention needs to be catered for the global cybersecurity threats as one of the 
latest terrorist concept of operations to cripple and manipulate any nation’s digital 
infrastructure, leading to dire consequences such as breakdown of the communications channels 
or even widespread of misinformation, disinformation and Malinformation. 

A new approach can be seen in using psychological defence through the promotion of 
Security and Happiness by Design, by simply focusing on the analysis of human behaviour and 
emotions instead of the heavy reliance on AI technologies to design security solutions that can 
potentially attract more severe cyber threats.     

This model suggests that a secure environment, buoyed by a sense of well-being and 
happiness, is inherently more resilient to external threats, including cyberattacks. 

HIBLISS could be implemented in community cybersecurity programs, where the focus 
extends beyond technical defence mechanisms to include community engagement and 
psychological support. Such initiatives might involve regular digital literacy workshops, 
community support networks for cyberbullying victims, and public awareness campaigns on 
the psychological tactics used in cyber warfare. 
4. Concluding Thoughts 
The Israel-Hamas conflict, while rooted in regional dynamics, has evolved into a significant 
global concern, especially with the U.S. support for Israel amidst rising civilian casualties. This 
escalation not only triggers geopolitical tensions but also intensifies the importance of 
cybersecurity in modern warfare, tightly interwoven with psychological defence strategies. 

Addressing this complex situation requires a balanced approach that respects civilian 
rights while effectively countering threats. Embracing innovative concepts like HIBLISS, 
which harmonize security with psychological well-being, could mark a significant step forward 
in contemporary conflict resolution and national defence strategies. 

As the global community grapples with these challenges, the focus shifts towards 
creating a security paradigm that not only defends against physical and cyber threats but also 
fosters a positive psychological environment for all. 
 


